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French Institutions

France is a Republic composed of 3 branches of
government:

The Executive branch - The French President is elected for
a 5 year-term by French citizens

The Legislative branch - The Parliament applies or denies
laws proposals by the Legislative Branch

The Judiciary branch - makes sure that rules are applied
and respected within the frame of the French Constitution

Because France is part of the European Union, its three
branches (are supposed to) follow European rulings and
regulations
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Key Figures

In 2014, 65.8 million people were living in France. Nearly 6
million people living in France are immigrants, of whom
2.3 million have acquired French nationality

According to the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development) report, France hosted in 2014
a little over 256.000 foreign people on its soil (all
categories included : family migrations, seasonal
migration, temporary workers, foreign students, asylum
seekers)

France registered just over 100,000 asylum application in
2017

Florence I.
Morgane R.

www.la-croix.com/Journal/chiffres-flux-migratoires-France-2018-01-13-1100905517
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Since the 2008 economic crisis that hit the USA
as well as Europe, views towards migrants have
shifted. They, in some places, have become
scapegoats. France is no exception.
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Public Opinion

“polls have consistently shown a majority of French
people believe there are too many migrants in France’
The Guardian - 21/02/18

’

VS.

“In France, more than 4 in 10 residents (44%)
would like to see immigration levels decreased,
and a similar number would like the levels to
stay the same (40%) or increase (6%)"
International Organisation for Migration - 2015

Lana S. & Florence I.

Table 4.2: Attitudes towards immigration in top 10 international migrant destination
countries (%)
In your view, should immigration in this country be kept at its present level, increased or decreased?

Present level Increased Decreased

Double-click on the table for more details
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The Washington Post
Article

The Guardian
Article

Political Response

Law Reinforcement

“The plan [...] will reduce
the consideration period
for an application for
asylum to a maximum of
six months, down from
about a vyear including
appeal. Human rights
activists say this will make
it more difficult for asylum
seekers to defend their
rights.”

The Guardian

Pro-Active
Refugee Protection

“The OFPRA missions are
an important way to help
the victims of persecution
and conflict. They make it
possible to provide
assistance to transit states
while preventing refugees,
especially the most
vulnerable, from
undertaking a terrible and
dangerous voyage.”

The Washington Post

Milo C. & Marilou R.




Emmanuel Macron unveils
plans to crack down on
immigration

Activists say proposals to speed up requests threaten
rights of asylum see ersin rance

Emmanuel Macronatt ¢ | s e alacein aris e is proving one o t e most
divisive o is presidenc otograp ran ois Mori

oug proposals to crack down on immigration and as lum in rance ave een
unveiled Emmanuel Macron s government amid complaints rom uman rig ts
groups and street protests  some pu lic agents in ¢ arge o as lum procedures

e legislation is aimed at speeding up t e process or as lum re uests and or
e pelling migrants w o aren una le to claim as lum t would also dou le to
da st etime a person wit out paperscan ekeptina olding centre

e il wic criminalises illegal order crossing as sparked anger rom
¢ arities w o called it oppressive

eplan to ede atedin parliament in pril will reduce t e consideration period
or an application or as lumtoama imumo si mont s down roma outa ear

including appeal. Human rights activists say this will make it more difficult for
asylum seekers to defend their rights.

The interior minister, Gérard Collomb, insisted the plan was balanced and in line
with European procedures.

The bill is proving to be one of the most divisive of Macron’s presidency. His
centrist parliamentary majority is made up of MPs with roots in both the left and
right. Until now they have been firmly united but cracks have shown over
immigration. Some on the left of Macron's party have expressed concern.

Macron's new year's speech: 'France can't succeed without a strong Europe'
Read more

Workers at France's refugee protection office, Ofpra, went on strike to protest
against the bill, branding it “an unequivocal departure from France's tradition of
asylum”. There were concerns it was being pushed through too fast with an eye on
public opinion.

Polls have consistently shown a majority of French people believe there are too
many migrants in France.

While campaigning to be president, the pro-business Macron won over the left
with promises of a more humane asylum policy. He paid homage to Angela Merkel,
saying she saved Europe’s “collective dignity” by opening Germany's doors to
refugees in 2015. In power, Macron's slogan on immigration has shifted to
“Humane and firm.”

A set of interior ministry orders in December sparked criticism after regional
authorities were instructed to set up “mobile teams” to run immigration checks in
homeless centres to ascertain the status of migrants.

More than 100,000 people applied for asylum in France last year, up 17% from the
year before. About 36% of applicants were granted refugee status.

14.



